
UNDERGRADUATES from
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand exchanged ideas and
debated over current issues with
politicians and business chiefs
from the Asia-Pacific region at
this year’s Hitachi Young Leader
Initiative (HYLI) held in

Singapore. 
“How can ASEAN progress

beyond a ‘chit-chat’ club?” 
“How can Asia foster greater
regional cohesion for global
advancement?” These
undergraduates questioned if
ASEAN was a mere talk shop or
if it could bring about an impact

such as nurturing entrepreneur-
ship. 

Singapore’s Acting Minister
for Information, Communi-
cations and the Arts, Mr David
Lim, one of the keynote
speakers, said that ASEAN had
made progress with deals such
as the ASEAN Free Trade Area.
“Critics of ASEAN cannot be
silenced by making more
resolutions,” he said. “It
depends on how resolute 
we are to follow up on the
resolutions. Give and take is
needed, and countries must
focus on how everyone can
benefit.” 

Started in 1996, the annual
series aims to identify and
encourage young leaders in Asia.
Other keynote speakers at the
meeting included Indonesian
Member of Commission VI of
the House of Representatives, 
Dr Marwah Daud Ibrahim, and
Mr Luis P. Lorenzo, Jr, the
Philippines’ Presidential Advisor
for Philippines Project “Creating
One Million Jobs”.

INTERNET cafes have sprung up
all over the world and ASEAN
countries are very much part 
of this international trend. Today,
even Vietnam’s Communist Party
Congress has recognised that

“Infocommunications
Technology”, or ICT, is a driving
force for economic progress. 

Myanmar has inaugurated 
an information technology park
while bureaucracies all over

Southeast Asia have taken steps 
to computerise operations.

“Much progress has been
achieved since the task force was
formed in 1999 and an e-ASEAN
Agreement signed the following
year,” said Mr Roberto Romulo,
former Philippine Foreign
Secretary and currently head of
the private sector-led e-ASEAN
Task Force.

Initiated in September 1999
by the 10-member regional
grouping, the e-ASEAN aims to
use IT infrastructure to bridge 
the digital divide between the
older and newer members of
ASEAN.  In launching the e-
ASEAN framework in 2000,
Singapore Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong underscored its
importance for plugging ASEAN
into the world economy. 

The high-level e-ASEAN Task

Force was formed to implement
concrete methods to realize this
initiative. A budget, boosted by
grants from the business
community and multilateral
institutions like the World Bank,
enabled teams from the task
force’s secretariat to preach 
the “Internet gospel” through
seminars in schools and
governments. Pilot projects were
also started, such as the task force
giving policy advice on how to
draft “model laws” for the ICT
sector, including provisions to
protect intellectual property rights
and online security.

This year, the task force’s pilot
projects are geared toward
helping government
bureaucracies computerise
operations in state-owned banks
as well as in processing passports
and drivers’ licenses. 

e-ASEAN community
MAKING FRIENDS HELPING HANDS
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Myanmar participants learning how to fix network cables during one of the IT
courses conducted in Singapore under the Singapore Cooperation Programme.

DR Wong Ting Hway is the first Singaporean
to work full-time with the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

Currently completing an induction
program at the ICRC headquarters in
Geneva, the 29-year-old Singaporean will 
put to good use medical skills she developed
during volunteer stints around the world to
help improve and help medical conditions
and treatment of people where she is
deployed by the ICRC.

“I’m no hero or Lara Croft,” said Dr Wong
of herself. However, she is also no stranger
to medical missions with danger. She had
done voluntary work in faraway corners of
the globe, including localities in Ecuador,
Brazil, Israel, Nepal, Zimbabwe and along
the Thai-Burmese border. 

Between August 2001 and January 2002,

she worked for Medecins Sans Frontiers
(MSF) in Angola. Recalling her time in
Angola, she remembers seeing 80 to 90
children daily, diagnosing their ailment and
treating them. Even so, one in five would 
die from malnutrition, despite treatment.

Dr Wong hopes to expand her own
horizons beyond that of treating patients,
Her work will also include negotiating with
the authorities in her chosen countries of
work to improve conditions there.  

Whenever she is back in Singapore, 
Dr Wong makes it a point to work part-time
at hospitals.

“We are all global citizens and, whenever
I come home, I feel my experiences can
benefit our society,” Dr Wong said. “The day
I stop feeling compassionate for my patients
will be the day I stop enjoying my job.” 

Singapore doctor makes Red Cross history

Dr Wong Ting Hway is no stranger to different
environments, having worked in Angola, Ecuador
and Nepal.

President of Zimbabwe Robert
Mugabe met Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong in Singapore recently.
The two leaders discussed
bilateral relations, during which
Mr Mugabe also thanked
Singapore for assisting with
training courses to Zimbabweans
under the sponsorship of the
Singapore Cooperation
Programme.

President of
Zimbabwe
meets Prime
Minister Goh

Young Leaders Debate Over Tough Issues

Singapore's four at the forum: (clockwise left to right) Gerald Goh (Singapore
Management University), Mervyn Sek, Mustafa Izzudina (both from National
University of Singapore) and Rita Zamzanah (National Institute of Education).

SOME SCP COURSES FROM
JANUARY TO MARCH 2003

Course e-Business Strategies

When 17 Feb 2002 - 28 Feb 2003

Closing 6 Jan 2003

Agency Institute of Systems Science (ISS)

Course Customs Management Techniques

When 3 Mar 2003 - 7 Mar 2003

Closing 20 Jan 2003

Agency Customs and Excise Department (CED)

Course Administration of Justice in Singapore 

- An Ethic for Effective Judicial Reform

When 3 Mar 2003 - 8 Mar 2003

Closing 20 Jan 2003

Agency Supreme Court, Singapore

Course ASEAN Senior Cooperative 

Management Programme

When 3 Mar 2003 - 14 Mar 2003

Closing 20 Jan 2003

Agency Singapore National Cooperative 

Federation (SNCF)

Course International Fire-Fighting and Hazmat

When 10 Mar 2003 - 22 Mar 2003

Closing 15 Jan 2003

Agency Civil Defence Academy (CDA)

These Training Awards are part of the Singapore Cooperation

Programme (SCP) of technical assistance to developing countries.

For more information on application procedures and terms of

awards, contact the Technical Cooperation Directorate, Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, at tel: (65) 63798450 or fax: (65) 64793357. 

You can also visit our homepage at http://www.mfa.gov.sg/scp.

NEWLY-INDEPENDENT East Timor sent 
two officials to Singapore in September to
learn about the importance of quality and
productivity for a fledgling economy.
Sponsored by the Singapore Cooperation
Programme (SCP), the training programme
“Management of productivity and quality for
Small and Medium Enterprises” pointed the
way for managing and growing East Timor’s
small domestic industries.

Mrs Manuela G.B. Corte Real, Director
of Commerce at the Department of Business,
Industry and Resources, and Mr Manuel
Maria Alves, Director of Industry of the
Department of Commerce and Industry,
learnt through the World Bank that these
training courses were available. 

“This course is relevant to my work as 
I look after the domestic industry and small
enterprises in East Timor,” said Mr Alves.
“Here, I have a good opportunity to see for
myself Singapore’s development and to learn
from the example.” 

He learnt that small firms in Singapore
were multinational companies in the making.
These companies are currently encouraged 
by the government to go global.

The East Timorese economy is primarily
agricultural-based, with coffee being a key
export. Explained Mrs Corte Real: “Our
farmers plant coffee and sell the harvest to
private companies, which then process and
export them.  But the farmers do not know
how to market their coffee and cannot get
high prices for their produce.” 

Both she and Mr Alves managed to visit 
a coffee factory in Singapore, and were
impressed by the advanced processing
technology. They inundated their guide with
requests for tips on how they could help the
East Timorese farmers improve their
business. 

The East Timorese also visited Qian Hu
Corporation Limited, Singapore’s leading
exporter and distributor of ornamental fish,
and observed the use of the latest technology
in fish-rearing. “We have received many
applications from foreign investors to open
up similar industries in East Timor, but the
government is not prepared to liberalise so
much of the industry yet,” said Mrs Corte Real.

Mr Alves(left) and Mrs Corte Real(right) -
participants from East Timor at SCP's course on
managing productivity and quality for small and
medium enterprises.

Economic growth for East Timor
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